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Introduction

Background/Purposes

The City of Cortembtained a Certified Local Governmgi@LG)rant (#C@L1-014) to

finance a surveyof at leastforty historic properties. The survey iscated within the

original townsite along Montezuma Avenuet KS &aAGSa 6SNB aSt SOGSR
Historic PreservatiorBoard because of their locationn the segmentof Montezuma

Avenue with the greatest concentration of buildings with historic integMpntezuma

Avenue was selected because it is a wlelined residential neighborhood that

appeared to have a number of historic homes with historic integrity.

The City will use thesurvey data to guide future planning, development and
interpretation projects The survey results also provide valuable information for
property owners contemplating restoration or rehabilitation of thRistoric property.

Federal Funding Acknowledgement

The activity that is the subject of this material has been finanoepart with Federal
funds from the National Historic Preservation Act, administered by the National Park
Service, U.S. Department of the Interior fdistory Colorado However, the contents
and opinions do not necessarily reflect the views or policiethe U.S. Department of
the Interior or History Coloradpnor does the mention of trade names or commercial
products constitute an endorsement or recommendation by the Department of the
Interior orHistory Colorado

This program receives Federal fundsnirthe National Park Service. Regulations of the
U.S. Department of the Interior strictly prohibit unlawful discrimination in departmental
Federallyassisted programs on the basis of race, color, national origin, age or handicap.
Any person who believeke or she has been discriminated against in any program,
activity, or facility operated by a recipient of Federal assistance should write to:
Director, Equal Opportunity Program, U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park
Service, 1849 C Street, N.\Washington, D.C. 20240.

Project Description

Theproject consised of an intensive survey dbrty-one parcelslocated onMontezuma
Avenue within the original Cortdpwnsite. In order to maximize the available funding,
which was estimated tte enough tocover the inventory oforty buildings, he survey
purposefully excluded three properties that have buildings constructed after 1970, as
well as a parking lot and a parkThe surveyor completed a total ébrty-one survey
forms.

The City of Cortez Historic Preservati@®oardsupervised and coordinated the project
under the direction othe Chair, Linda Towle, and with assistance from Chris Burkett,
the Cortez Grants and Special Projects Coordinatdill Seyfarth, the Principaif
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Cdtural Resource Planningf Durango, Coloradacontracted with theCity of Cortezin
Julyof 2011 and completed the project iMay of2012.

The History Colorado Office of Historic Preservation staff contacts for this work were
Dan Corson and Leslie Giles.
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Survey Area

Legal Descriptions

The cumulative survey area encompasses approximéi@lgcres The survey extends

on both the north and south sides of Montezuma Avenue between Linden Street on the
west and halfway between Ash and Washington Streetsheneast.Alleys form the
north and south boundaries of the survey area.

The survey area is located withihe west %2 ofSection26 of Towrship 3 N, Range
16W, New Mexico Principal Meridiagortez MontezumaCounty, Colorado. Figures 1
and 2 illustratethe survey area.

Physical Setting

The City of Cortez is located in southwest Coloriadie geographic area known as the
Montezuma Valley, at an elevation of about 6200 feet above sea |&visl situated in a
transitional area between the arid scrublds to the south and the forested montane
environment of the Rocky Mountains to the northeast. The climate is-seihj with an
average annual precipitation of abothtirteen inches

In 2010 the census counted,482 people inCortezand 25,535 people inMontezuma
County. Cortezis the county seat and the largest communitytie county. The City
covers3,930 acres or 6.2 square milddS Highway 160 runs easest through the
middle of town and serves as the main commercial thoroughfare. The highwaig iben
0KS &az2dzik 4 GKS G266y Qa ¢S a-doutldofitnted YSR
Highway 491.

Cortez, Montezuma Avenue Survey Cultural Resource Planning Page3
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Cortez, CO 7.5’ Quadrangle Map 1965

RO B
K N

1000 FEET 0 1000 METERS
Map created with TOPO!® ©2002 National G ic (www.nati hi Po)

Figure 1Survey areaonthe Cortez, Colorado 7.5 minute U.S.Guadanglemap
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Research Design and Methods

Research Design

The sirveyQ dbjectives wereto document the history and current condition of
identified propertiesand to provide a preliminary evaluation of their eligibility for the
National Register of Historic PlaceResearch focused on gatherirgstorical and
architecturaldata that would helpdetermine the historic significancef the resource
within the context of local, regional and national history'te resultingdata includel
information specific to the property and identifiedcal influences, such as economic
trends or natural settings.Theresearch alsohelpedto determine if a propertymight
qualify for the State Register or the local Cortez Regist

A file search requested of History Colorado in July 2011 revealesites have yet been
documentedon state survey forms in the survey arebhe file search identifietbrty-six
sitesin the immediately surrounding areaA table listing theecordedsites is included

in the Appendix. Therecorded sites are all historic structuresrelated to the
establishment and devepment of Cortezbetween B86 and 1950.They include
standing commercial and residential buildings and a remnant of a segment of a Cortez
ditch. Most of the sites werdocumentedin either 1981 as part of a state wide cultural
resource planning process, or in BBy Preservation &tnership as part of a planning
study commissioned by the City of Corter partly funded byreservationGrant #SHF
1995M3-050. Of these sites, the Montezuma Valley National Bank and Rarkeling
(5MT11979 and 5MT19093) and the Ertel Funeral Home (5MT6925) are listed on the
National Register of Historic Places.

The City of Cortez maintains a historic register. Twmesin the survey are listed on

the local register. They are the Willard Horae38 W. Montezuma Avenue and the
Plemons Home at 23 E. Montezuma Avenue. The landscaped median that rums dow
the middle of Montezuma Avenue alsdistedon the local register.

Since the survey area was located on a residential street that was platteg8iBi, the
project was anticipated to address residential buildings constructed between 1886 and
1960.Aninitial windshieldreview of the resources suggested that most of the buildings
were constructed between 1910 an®30. Older construction dates wesmticipated

on some of the remodeled houses. One churhd a remodeled school building
(converted to a residencayereincluded in the survey area.

Major archival materials identified for use includle
1 County property records
Local historical societyaterials
Locally published informal historigsemoirsand a walking toubrochure
Historic photographs

1
1
1
1 Newspaper archives

Cortez, Montezuma Avenue Survey Cultural Resource Planning Page’



9 Limited oral interviews

1 Information volunteered by the public

1 Publidy accessibldederal records, including census and social security death
indices

Historicalcity directoriesfor Cortezdo not include address references and were not
expected to be particularly usefubanborn Fire Insurance Maps waret available for
this part oftown.

Historic contexts for theCortez area are discussed iklistory ColoradoResources

Planning Protection Proceg3olorado Plateau Country Historic ContbytMichael B.

Husband (1984).This context, while in serious need of an update, provides génera
background information on community development in southwest Coloraéaul

h Qw2 dftdnt®Qid Transition, A History of Southwestern Colord®@80) provides

additional historical background History Colorad®@ & dzLJRI 6§ SR | NOKI S2f 2 3
documert for the Southern Colorado River Basin (Lipe et al 189%)so usefulFull

citations for these sources are listed in the Bibliography.

A local historic context was develop&d 1995 for the commercial areas of Cortdwy

Preservation Partnership a&rt of a planning study commissioned by the City of Cortez

The context divided thec2 YYdzy A 1@ Q& O2YYSNDOALI f topRS @St 2 LIYS
covering the pioneer era from 1880 to 1920, tourism and transportation from 1906 to

the present, the automobile and tgi expansion era from 1920 to 1945, and
modernism/post World War Il to the presenthis historic context offered information

about the commercial development of the City of Cortez.

Survey Methodology

The project began with an introduction to the publiE&ach property owner received a
letter informing them of the survey and inviting them to come to the meeting with any
information they would like to share about the history of their propertheTCortez
Historic Preservation Boarkosted the public meetirg on August 3, 2011, where Jill
Seyfarthgave a short presentation on the project.elhbers ofthe Board and bout
fifteen property owners attended.

Field survey work was conducted between August and October of, 20itlin February
of 2012 Property owrers and tenants encountered during the survey were very helpful
in providing whatever information they had about their property.

The survey practices followethe guidelines of theColorado Cultural Resource Survey
Manual. The project included an intensive survey offaity-one properties The survey

area was drawn on a City of Cortez aerial photo and map. A temporary number was
assigned to each property, which was later assigned a state site number.
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Each building wa described, photographed, researchealhhd mapped. Sites were

recorded on Colorado Cultural Resource Survey Architectural Inverftorys and

located onUSGS topographic mag€ortez 7.5 minute quadrangle map 1963he

Colorado Cultural Resource Surveynitd lexicon table and theGuide to Colorado
Architecturedefined the achitectural styles assigndd the buildings. Terms from the

M ydzl £ Q& @F NA2dza f SEAO2y& 6SNB dzaSR 6KSyS@SN

Each property was photographed during the field review. pAbdtographswere made
from digital filesand are black and white four by six inch prints on true black and white
paper. Photographs were labeled using archivally acceptablddoked labels and
sleeved as specified yistory ColoradoA photo log accopaniedthe photographs.

UTM data was produced via a Garmin WAeA&bled GPS Unit, and verified through the
software programTOPO 2!National Geographic Societdite maps incorporated data
from the Cortez GIS database.

This final report explains the stey findings, reviews the general historical development

2F /2NISTZ FYR RA&AOdzaasSa Iye Liv@alLi8aeloh Sa 02y .
National Register of Historic Places. The report and copies of each survey form will be
provided to the @rtez Historic Preservation Board, as well adHistory Coloradger

the terms of the project contractThe Cortez Historic Preservation Board will provide

each property owner with a copy of their survey farm

Jill Seyfarthconducted the survey and reseh. Archival research occurred between

July 2011 and February 201ZResearchook placein Cortez Durango and Denver,

Colorado. Th€ortez Publit.ibraryoffered clippings files and locally published histories

and memoirs, and historic mapsThe Montezuma CountyHistorical Society provided
publications. ¢ KS a2y (ST dzyl / 2dzyGe ' aaSaazNnazx ¢NBI
contained property information.The research includedsearchesin the Fort Lewis

Colege Center of Southwest Studies, tBenve Public Library and th&tephen Hart

Library (History Colorado)for historic photographs, business directories and
miscellaneousources

Various booksand published materiaprovided histories of theCortezarea. They

include TheRiver of Sorrows; €hHistory of the Lower Dolores River Valeited by

Gregory DKendrick andA History of Montezuma Countypy Ira Freeman. The

a2y idSTdzyl /2dzyie 1 Aa02NROIE {20ASiath (GKNBS
biographiegrovided background. is calledGreat Sage Plain to Timberline: Our Pioneer

History Volumes-Ill. A very recent publication calleGortezwas a collaboration of

three residents and includes numerous historic photographs. These sources are listed

with additional references ithe Bibliography.

'Hi story Coloradods survey manuals and guidelines are
http://www.historycolorado.org/oahp/surveywentoryforms
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Local historian and lifetime resident June Head very gracicafféyed guidance and
information. Locals with historical knowledge reviewed the history teddnet Weeth
generously provided an extensive compilation of data that she prepared for other
research projects about CorteRichard Feit, the G.1.S. Coordinator for the City of Cortez
prepared and provided base maps for each site. The project was made so much better
as a result of the help from these individuals.

“ARBEGAM. ; | o

1
S HONHEZ Un A
AT v

AVE

L 5

i e =
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Figue 3 Original Townsite witlsurvey Arean red.
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Historic Context of the Survey Area

Southwest Colorado has a rich and longstanding cultural tradition. The remains of
people attributed to Archaic (beginning around 7500 B.C), subsequent Basketmaker
(500 B.G750 B.C.) andAncestralPueblan traditions haveall been identified in the
area. Utes, Europeanand Americans arrived lateArchaeologicalindings indicatehat

the first Utes to migrate into the Mesa Verde region may have arrived as ear308s 1

at roughly the time the Ancestral Puebloans departed from the ar&dritten historical
accounts indicatehe Utes were among the tribes trading with the Spanish in present
day New Mexicdy 1598

Spanish explorers came north tbe region from MexicoJuan De Onate brought the
earliest Spanish settlers to the Rio Grande Valepresent day New Mexico in 1598.
Between 1761 and 1765, Juan MaAatonio de Riveraled anexpedition from New
Mexicoon a route toward present day Delta, Coloradosearch of gold and silvein

1776, Fathers Dominguez and Escalante traversed the iareaarch of a route from
Santa Fe to the California missions. Much of their route later became the Old Spanish
Trail, which was used between 1830 and 1840 by Santa Fe traders on their way to
California.

Spain relinquished its territories to Mexico iBZ2l. Whenthe Treaty of Guadalupe
Hidalgo ended theUnited StatesMexican War in 1848Mexico ceded its northern
holdings to the United States and much of the future state of Colorado became part of
the United States.

Cattle men and woulébe minersentered this newly opened American territgrjput

their efforts were considerably diminished in the 1860s by the Civil War. Those who
returned after the war faced the issue of trespassing. Almost all of thetladwanted

was owned by the UteS.heUnited Sates Governmenaggressively negotiated a series

of agreements withlthe Utesto further Federal control of lucrative minerals located on
Ute land, and toobtain property for new settlement. In 1874, the Brunot Agreement
with the Utes opened landh the outhwestern part of the Colorado territorio non-
natives The scene was set for settlement and development.

Foundingand Early Developmenf CortezZ1886:1899

Although early settlers were already moving to the area, the formal townsit€orfez

was launchedas part off Y Sy G NBLINBYy SdzNDa &aO0OKSYS (G2 RS@SH
Montezuma Valley. The open country located in the far southwestern corner of
Coloradosuggestedan opportunity to James W. HannaHe realized that the vast

expanses of land irthe arid Montezuma Valley coulthe desirableto farmersand

therefore financially lucrativeif he could somehow provide more wateilThe Denver

2 Lipe, William; Varien, Mark; Wilshusen, Richar@olorado Prehistory: A Context for the Southern
Colorado River BasinColorado Council of Professional Archaeologists: Denver, 1P8§e 354.
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based promoter raised $200,000 in capital to create the Montezuma Valley Water
Supply CompanfMVWSC) The Colorado State Archives records indiddenna filed
for incorporation on December 11, 188Principals were listed as:

1 Burtis L Arbecanmof Boston who served as president and whose name bveis

Cortez on ArbecarBtreet,

1 JamesN.Hanna as Vice Pselent and General Manager

1 EmoryS. Turner ofNew York as Secretargnd

1 A.B. Chamberlaiof Denver as Treasurer.

Steven Smith was hired to manage daily business matifrs. investors planned to
build a 5,400 foot long tunnel with siphons and flumeddivert water from the Dolores
River drainage to the Montezuma Valley. The company expected to provide water to up
to 50,000 people and to irrigate 200,000 acfes.

A newtown would provide services to the water system workers and a commercial
center fa the farmers who would flock to the area. Hanna, the brainchild behind the

LINE2SOG> SYy@AaArzySR | NIAENBIFIR O2yySOGAz2y

prosperous future. In later years, he lobbied extensively for a railroad connection that
never came. But first, he needed to develop the newownsite. There is some
uncertainty about who named th€ity after Spanish explorer Herndn Cortéxnt most
historical sources credéither Hannaor his water companith providing the namé.

As the manager ahe MVWSCHannawent to work to create acity. Using a method
guite common to real estate development at that tintee companycapitalized on the
generous provisions of the Homestead Act to acqlarel forthe townsite. Under the
Homestead Act of 1862a potential settler could file aclaim, make certain
improvements to the land to establish that property as a farm or ranch and ithegive

title without spending any money to purchase the property. The malohsed
Homestead Act ofterresulted in grantigi A 0 f S G2 aK2YSaidSIRas¢
townsiteswhen their owners sold the property to real estate developers

The MVWSGet up two helpful individuals to file abutting homestead claims of 80 acres
each Algernon SDutton filedon the northern tract William A. Upchurch claimed the
southern tract. Dutton was a well known pioneer in southwestern Colaradtis
projectwasamong thelast inhis life. Hedied in nearby Archuleta County on December

% Colorado State Archives Records of Incorporations; secondary sources cite an incorporation date of
September 1,61885.

* Kendrick, Gregory D editoiThe River of Sorrows; The History of the Lower Dolores River Valley.
Accessed on line on July 21, 2011 at
http://www.nps.gov/history/history/online_books/rmr/river_of_sorrows/index.htm.

United States Department of theerior, 1981.

® Hall, Frank.History of Colorado Volume.4Chicago, lllinois: Blakely Printing Company,183fage 226
andFreeman, Ira SA History of Montezuma Countigoulder, Colorado: Johnson Publishing Company,
1958.Page 66.
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14, 1885, about a year beforegh.and Office gave him clear title to thend® Onthe

same dayr & 5 dzil (i 2 ¥ieQCounty Slerki riécbrded a sd@leNR Y 5 taiily Yy Q &
MVWSC presiderBurtis L Arbecan.” Dutton had signed a power of attornd@y 1884to
authorize M.J. Wine to transad¢he sale ofthis land, so itappears that Dutton had
anticipated his own death and how it might have affected the future of Coktéltiam

A. Upchurch managed toast alive for the entire processidB0acre tract madeup the
southern half of the originagbwnsite.

The officers of the MVWSC establishée tCortez Land and Investment Company to
develop Cortez and other nearby real estateThar townsite plat was recorded on
December 22, 1886.M.J Mack, thecivil engineer in the employ of the MWSC
surveyedthe original 160 acrs and laid out atownsite designed to maximize the
number of salable lotsStreets were oriented in cardinal directions and consisted of 25
foot- wide lots grouped in300foot-long square ldcks. Alleys divided the lots and
provided access to the rear of the lot. Eighipt-wide street rightsof-ways allowed
room for horses and buggies. An unusual factor in the original Cortez layout ihéhat
town limits ended midblock resulting in bloks located on the edge of towmith no
side streets Clearly the founders expected thiy to expand

The town company encouraged commerce bfain Avenue and Market Streets
Montezuma Avenuglocatedat the highest elevation in theownsite, wasthe premiere
residential street Its 120foot-wide rightof-way included a central median.The
developers envisioned opened ditches in the Higed median carrying water from the
az+2{/ Qato fhd regvoBown. Aditch wasplanned for the mediamiMontezuma
Avenue to carry water into the citywhile a flume did eventually reach Montezuma
Avenue, the distbution system was never built, but theee-lined median remais.

Cortezgrew over the nextfour years. In 1888 theCoffin Addition also platted by M.J.
Mack, expandedCortez to the eastJamesHanna filed his own homestead &0 acres
located immediately west of the original towrMontezuma County records show that

in 1888Hanna and his wife collected at least $15,000 through thale of property to

the townsite company. The Chamberlin Addition, constituting land owned by the

/ 2NIST [FYR YR Ly@gSadySyid /2YLlkyeée | yR
homestead, expanded the City limits to the south in 1890.

/ 2 NJipSobperiiyrelied on successful water development. Wateade the arid lands
productive, attracting farmersvho would support a town Workers could live in Cortez
while they built the wagr delivery systems. Without an abundant loeadter source,
Cortezresidentsneeded the imported water as much as any farmaihile they waited

® Title was provided on December 9, 1886.

" Bureau of Land Management General Land Office Records COCOAA 020298 and 020309; and obituary
information included irlPagosa Springs Suarticle on local history published December 12, 2002; and

deed informationavi | abl e i n the Montezuma County Clerkos
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for the flume, townspeople relied on water hauled in from Mitchell Springs and stored
in a cistern.

The water delivery system was plagued with problems. The newly arrived farmers had
taken jobs to build the water system and had no time to prepare their own farms. The
MVWSC had so few custometscould not stay in businesslt folded in 1887. The
Colorado Water Supply Company took over between 1888 and I1B9€.ongoing
struggles of the water delivery companiesaffected (0 KS & PpmgleSs, but
entrepreneurs were not deterred by this shortcomind=.M. Goodykoontz started a
restaurant before the streets were plattedA post office opened in 1887The
Montezuma Valley Banktarted that same year with $30,000 in capital provided
primarily by founding members of the Montezuma Valley Water Supply Company.

The bookCortezdescribesthe start up frenzp ¢ ¢ KS &SI NJ myyy RIgy SR
of 300 in Cortez, including 60 women and 60 sctam® children. Seventeen buildings

rose above boardwalks anénts£® By 1888, a collection ofver forty established
businessesncludedthe venerable Hotel Cliftariwo restaurants, a general mercantile,

three pharmacies, a grocery, a daieysawmilland three laundries, of which one was a

Chinese washeeNumerous service businesses included seamstresses, blacksmiths and
attorneys. For a town in such a remote &ion with no direct railroad access, Cortez

had a remarkably diverse commercial base.

The Cortez School District No. 17 organized and began schofligust 1, 1887in a
frame building located on South Linden. Dave Longenbaugh taught the first clBgses.
1890 the new Cortez District bought two lots on East Montezuma Avenue for $1 and
hired renowned local mason Peter Baxstrom to build a-stary stone school house. He
completed the jobfor $13,374. Thdifth through eighth gradechildren attended school
there while the first through fourth grade children received instruction at two other
locations on Chestnut StreefThe high school children attended school in Mancos until
a high school was constructed@ortez in1909.

Socid activities revolved around the Woodmen of the World HakEarly dances, school
entertainment, traveling shows, local plays, and exhibits for the Montezuma County Fair
were all held in the Half. The earliest church buildisgvere the CongregationahGrch
(burned 1930) and the Christian Science Chundfich were both built in 1889. John R.

[ dZNNEB X | ySgallJ LISNI Yy FTNRBY ¢SffdNEBRSX
Montezuma Journal in 1888. In an optimistic move construction on a county
courthouse began some time between 1886 and888 before legislation actually

ax

8 Schwindt, Vila; Janet Weeth and Dale DavidsBartez Charleston, South Carolina: Arcadia Publishing,
2011.Page 25.

® Montezuma County Historical Socie@reat Sage Plain to Timberline: Our Pioneer Hist&/olume |.
Cortez, Colorado: Montezuma County Historical Society. 2009. Page 127, 145.

19 southwestern CowbelleBert Near Never Got Nowhere: A Collection of History Compiled by the
Southwestern Cowbelles, Mostly Tr@artez, Colorado:Southwestern Calles, 1979Page29
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created Montezuma Countiyn early 1889Locals must have been confident that Cortez
would best Mancos and Dolores in the election for a county seat.

The new developers of Cortez magve been a little ahead of themselv@$e energetic

burst of the first two yearslowedto a lull in activity. Between 1890 and 1900, hie

GKS ySg O2dzyieQa LI LiidéniSdwRdled. BrdydzdeividRes / 2 NI S
had beenbuilt in the new town A stately stone mercantile building located at the

corner of Main and Market Streets sat unfinished in 1889 and 18Bie courthouse

was not completed until 1890The bank closed in 189The 1897Cortezschool census

dropped to38 students.

Disastrous fires in 189ampered new developmentThe prosperous Guillet Brothers
owned a flour mill that caught fire in February of 1898e next month a fire started in
the Hotel Blackmer.With a limited water supply and no fire department, townspép
watched in horror as the fire spread through the downtown.

New mills were constructed and the merchants rehuidut Cortez sufferedrom its
inadequatewater system.The long promised flumefinally broughtwater to Cortez on
July 4, 1890. The forfpot-tall structure carried water three miles from the Cortez
Lateral to Montezuma AvenueStrapped for cash, thevater deliverycompany faltered
reorganized, merged with another compaapd reorganizedhgain. It emerged as the
Montezuma Land and Water Compain 1894

Struggles with prosperity 191039

Although Cortez greeted the new century with many basic civic services in place, the
water problems persisted. A portion of the flume blew down in 1901.damage was
quickly repaired, but the locals knew they needed a more reliable water system. At
least two attempts to drill wells had come up dry. In early 1902, the Cortez Town Board
contemplated various schemes that required installing a pumping plR&alizing that

any solution to their water problem would be costly, the citizens voted to incorporate
the city to be able to sell bonds for the improvement. Cortez was incorporated on
November 10, 1902, with Herman M. Guillet as the mayor.

In 1903, thrsty citizens supported a project to install two windmills that pumped water

to a reservoir. It seemed like a good idea at the time. Mlaecos Timesommented on

L3S n 2F GKSANI al@ HHX mMdbdno SRAGAZY GKI G aX
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quickly proved insufficient, the city bit the bullet and bonded for a steam powered

water pump. On June 3, 1904, tMontezuma Journalejoiced over the opening of the

nS¢g Sl GSNJ LXTyYyd Ay  FNRYydG LI IS FNIGAOES dzy
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will be able to water their trees and gardens and the town will have an ample sapply

water to fight fires. Pressurized water lines were installed between 1907 and 1909. It
appeared that, at least for a while, Cortez had solved its water problems.

R
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James W. Hannawas born in 1843 in Cadiz, Ohio, to A.F. and Susanna Craig
Hanna. Bythe age of 17, in 1860, he was working as a clerk in Cadiz. A few years
he joined the 1L Regiment of the Ohio Calvary Volunteers during the Civil War, wh
he attained the rank of Lieutenant. At the end of the war, he was stationed at Fort
Laramie, Wyoming, in command of Troop L. Hanna might never have lived in Colo
had it not been for a flood of the Cache LaPoudre River. The rising waters demoli
military post in June of 1864, and Lieutenant Hanna was assigned the task of locat
new site. Following the suggestion of Joseph Mason, a local resiHiamina
reestablished Camp Collifigur miles downriver and oversaw the construction of ne
buildings on the posOn August 20, 1864, Colonel Collins officially claimed the site
the new military reservationThe new post was occupied in October 1864 and beca
known as Fort CollinsThe post was officially abandoned at the end of 1867, leavin
Hanna to settle oa nearby farm with his wife, Anna. They lived on the farm into the
1870s.

By 1880, the Hannas had relocated to Denver, where they raised two boys and tw
The census counts from 1880 to 1910 list the Hanna family in Denver, even while t
also maimained a home on part of their homestead in Montezuma County. James
established an influential enough presence in southwestern Colorado to be elected
Colorado House of Representatives. For one week in January of 1891, he was the
Speaker of the Hoesof Representatives before a controversial election within the H
membership removed him as Speaker and replaced him with another representati
White. Hanna served in the House from 1891 to 1893. Hanna made his fortune by

investing in livestockreal estate and mining development in the mountains near De

g

T 1

He turned to the Montezuma Valley after h
had built a successful portfolio of projects.
He died on July 23, 1910 in Denver at the
age of 67. His obituary described the caus
of deah as dropsy, which was a form of
edema.

Janes W. Hannads pho
served in the 8General Assembly of the
Colorado House of Representatives in 189

Denver Public Library, Western History
Collection; Charles A. Nast; Call No. 22026
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While the town grappled with watemew people moved into the Montezuma Valley,
agricultural production improved and Cortez grewA series of events and activities
between 1900 and 1910 in the area around Cortez had significant impacts on the town.
Real state sales took off in the nowrigated Montezuma Valley. Farm and orchard
land sold for prices between $30 and $60 an aciiéghose prices were a bargain when
comparedto similarproperties in other parts of Colorado that cost anywhere between
$200 to ten times that per acré! A large number of the newcomers came from other
farming regions in Colorado. Local business owners Tom Omo, orchard developer and
real estate salesman C.J. Clossemntrepreneur and realtoiR.J. Huffand the Grasse
family who ranbusinesses on MaiStreetall came fromPaonia, ColoradoMesa Verde
National Park was establishéa 1906and opened to the public, drawing adventurous
tourists from all over the world. Oil discoverigs1909drew exploration to nearby Bluff

and Aneth.

The Montezuma Valley National Bank, followed by the Cortez National Bank (chartered

1907) opened in response to the new money flowing into the community. A big fire

blazed through the downtown iSeptemberof 1908, burning out the Lamb Mercantile

and mast of the stores located immediately west of the stone block at the northwest

corner of Main and Market. New construction replaced those buildings including a new

G. NPogyé K20St G2 NBLIXIOS GKS /ftATFOG2ly YR |
respone® to the fires, on October 15, 1908, the Cortez City Council passedancdis

requiring that only brick, stone or cemebe used for new buildings in the designated

GFANE RAAGNRAOGE YR GKIFIG oNAROl&a 6S dzaSR FT2N
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Manufacturing Company) in March of that year.

The fire probablyalso providedthe catalyst behinda movement to completea
pressurized water system. Work was completedkr® dea i SYs Ay Of dzZRAy 3 (|
fire hydrants, at the end of 1909.

People began to build homeBetween 1900 and 1910h¢ population of Cortez more
than quadrupled. Social and fraternal groups organized and new systems connected
Cortez to the ouside world. In addition to the Congregationalist and Christian Science
congregations,issues of theMontezuma Journareference Episcopal, Seventh Day
Adventists and Baptist servichsld in the communityduring this period.After years of
meeting in temporary quarterghe Methodist Congregation laid a cornerstone for their
churchat the corner of First and Beech Stréetl908 The church was finished 1910.
Fraternal and social organizations formedihe Knights ofPythias {901) and the
Masons(1909)establishedlocal chapters The first county fair led to creation of the
County Fair Association in 1909.

" Montezuma County Historical Socie@reat Sage Plain to Timberline: O&ioneer History Volumé.
Cortez, Colorado: Montezuma County Historical Soci2f10. Page 85.
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Another social movement also took hold in Cortez. The-8sitton League was working
across the United States to encourage locadlitess to abolish alcohol. Their fervor
carried Cortez and most of Montezuma County. In the spring election of 1908, Cortez
voters passe@n anti-saloon ordinance by a vote of 78 to 44. The City was dNicay

by the end of the year, twelve yeabogfore Prohibition was enacted nationwide.

The Cortez Schooéxperiencedcexplosivegrowth whenthe new residents enrolled their

children.The Corteschool Districhired local mason Peter Baxstrom to constraatew

sixclassroom building for $14,000The newschoolopened in 1909; aljrades (1-12)

were taught in the school. Hannah Duward, the first woman Cortez Schools

{ dZLISNAYGSYRSYyiG> 20SNEI g (GKS O02yaiNHzOGA2Y | yF
school graduates in 1909.

In such a remotdocation and with no rail service, Cortez citizens relied on regular
shuttle service providing rides over the muddy and rough county roads to the railroad
station in Dolores. In 18the Bozman Realty Company replaced their old horse
powered rides with arautomobile, employing the first car to come to Cortez. The first
telephone connectionfrom Cortezto Mancos came in 1905 and the-town Cortez
phone system developed between 1905 and 1908.

Table 1 Cortez and Montezuma County Population

Per USensudata Prosperity carried forward
Year Cortez County into the 1910s as okal
1890 332 1,529 commercial enterprises
1900 125 3,058 were  established and
1910 565 5.029 expanded. The Montezuma
1920 541 6,260 Oil and DevelopmentCo.
1930 921 7.798 formed in 1910, followed by
1940 1778 10,463 the Montezuma .VaIIey
1950 2,680 9,991 I\Pﬂfﬁduce t.Comgi”y in 1911.
ills continued to prosper.
18?8 gggg Egég Two lumber vyards sold
! : building supplies in town
L2500 LS 16,510 Lumber companies working
1990 7,280 18,672 near Dolores significantly
2000 LAl 23830 | SELJ yRSR GKS  NBIA
2010 8,482 25,535 timber and agricultural
production.

In 1911, with the new pressurized water system, townspeople organized a volunteer fire
department. The sheriff, Jim Gaw, was the chief.Cortez residents also saw their first
motion picture in 1911. The school population grew and the first Parent Teacher
Association meeting was held in 191Br. Emil E. Johnson came to Cortez and
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